The pursuit of extra-pair copulations in birds has been traditionally viewed as a male alternative reproductive strategy for two reasons. First, males in many species are thought to initiate extra-pair courtship; second, the number of offspring a male sires is positively correlated with the number of females with which he copulates (Trivers 1972) . In many avian species, the pursuit of extra-pair copulations has relatively few costs for males. Occasionally males become injured in aggressive interactions with other males, but these injuries are rarely fatal (Birkhead 1978; Werschful 1982; Frederick 1987) . Likewise, aggression by females towards social mates that pursue extra-pair copulations may weaken pair bonds (Birkhead et al. 1985) , but extra-pair activity is not known to result in separation of socially bonded pairs (Birkhead & Møller 1992) . The greatest costs probably arise when males pursue extra-pair copulations during a social mate's fertilizable period. Such behaviour may lead to sperm depletion and temporary infertility (Tan 1980; Ansah et al. 1984; Aguilera 1989; Birkhead 1991) and may increase the likelihood that a male's social progeny are sired by extra-pair males (Hasselquist & Bensch 1991; Lifjeld et al. 1991) .
Females can resist, accept and/or initiate extrapair courtship (Westneat et al. 1990 ). Many female birds either resist or accept the advances of extra-pair males, presumably to avoid retaliation by a social mate or injury or continued harassment from an extra-pair male (McKinney et al. 1983; Davies 1985; Birkhead & Møller 1992) . Females of several avian species, however, actively seek extra-pair copulations (e.g. Kempenaers et al. 1992; Wagner 1993; Sheldon 1994) . How the
